Downstage
Center
Go behind the scenes
with Kevin Selwyn
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s Willie Garner dances and Kyle Formo

Garner alternately sat unphased or
leapt about the stage like a gazelle. Hilarious. The guys have solid harmonies
with one another, but the choreography was the fantastic. I loved the literal
“whenever one door closes I hope one
The best part was seeing Kyle
Formo’s face turn the color of his
red shirt when Garner danced onto
The second half of the program
began with the Beastie Boys (sort of)
performing one of my favorite songs,
“Intergalactic.” Daum, Stuart and
Dan the Man Rader sang while Mike
Williams and Colin Macy O’Toole laid
One of my favorite childhood and
television programs, “Power Rangers,”
was revisited with a guitar duo — Ridgell and Casey Klint — backed by WilBob Bonhage added a classy touch
with a diddy from “Sweeney Todd” feaThe last act had everyone on their
feet and dancing. Some PMA brothers made a small horn section, while
Michael Petyak and Rob Mobley were
the stylish Blues Brothers, originally
brought to life by SNL’s Dan Aykroyd
and John Belushi in the 1970s. Perfect
That’s it, folks! For questions,
comments, concerns, recommendations or just plain chat, e-mail ebates@

“A l l t h e
world’s a stage.”
Un fo r t u n a te ly,
Shakespeare was
right. A wellrounded, cultured
individual should
experience as
much art as possible to keep well
informed of changing trends and maintain a deep pool of experiences from
which to draw. But, the world is a big
place, and even though Shenandoah
presents wonderful works of theatre,
there are other sources just a stone’s
throw away from our university.
The first place to look for some
high-quality theatre is our nation’s
capital, Washington, D.C. There is so
much theatre in D.C., one can find a
different show every weekend and usually for pretty modest prices.
The John F. Kennedy Center for
the Performing Arts (www.KennedyCenter.org) is a wonderful destination
for theatre, music and dance just about
an hour and a half from Winchester
by car.
Tennessee Williams’s “A Streetcar
Named Desire” is currently playing,
starring Cate Blanchett. The recent
2008 Pulitzer Prize winning play “August: Osage County” will be at the Kennedy Center at the end of November,
and in the middle of December, Mel
Brooks’s musical “Young Frankenstein” begins its run.
Not only does the Kennedy Center host wonderful performances of
award-winning plays and musicals,
but the tickets go for as low as $25
to $37.
So on average, a night of theatre
at the Kennedy Center might be $10
to $15 for gas, $15 for dinner and
$25 to $37 for a ticket. Total cost $50
to $67. Less expensive if you pack a
sandwich, but more expensive if you
pay for parking.
There is a lot of quality Shakespeare around our area as well. One
destination is the Shakespeare Theatre
Company (www.ShakespeareTheatre.
org) in D.C.; also a 90-minute drive.
The company is committed to
presenting “classic theatre in an accessible, skillful, imaginative, American
style.”
“The Alchemist” by Ben Jonson,
a contemporary of Shakespeare, is
currently playing. It will be followed
by Shakespeare’s “As You Like It,”
“Richard II” and “Henry V.”
Ticket prices for the Shakespeare

Theatre Company range from $20 to
$45 for the cheapest seats.
If you decide to go see one of their
plays, be careful you are going to the
correct theatre. The company performs
out of two theatres in downtown D.C.,
so make sure you know where you’re
going before you leave campus.
Another Shakespeare destination
is an hour and a half south in Staunton, Va., at the American Shakespeare
Center (www.AmericanShakespeareCenter.com).
Performances take place in the
American Shakespeare Center’s Blackfriars Playhouse, a recreation of the
“first indoor theatre in the Englishspeaking world, which William Shakespeare and his colleagues built on part
of London’s Blackfriars Monastery.”
Playing now at the American
Shakespeare Center is “Henry IV, Part
I,” “The Rehearsal” (a bit of Restoration theatre), “Much Ado About Nothing,” “The Merry Wives of Windsor”
and “Titus Andronicus.”
All the plays are played in rotation
throughout the week, so there’s a different play every night. Plan accordingly.
All tickets for plays at the American
Shakespeare Center range from $18
to $37 for students.
Another good way to search for
a performance of a particular musical
is to search on Music Theatre International’s Web site (www.MTIShows.
com).
You can search the site for a musical and if MTI licenses the musical, you
can click on “upcoming” to view the
performances of that show. MTI shows
all the theatres that will be performing
the musical and the dates of the shows.
Types of theatres range from middle
and high school to colleges and universities to professional theatres.
Other popular D.C. theatres are
Arena Stage, Folger Theatre, Ford’s
Theatre, the National Theatre, Studio
Theatre, the Warner Theatre and
Woolly Mammoth Theatre Company.
Wolf Trap National Park for the Performing Arts is in Virginia, but close
to D.C.
Two theatres close to SU are
Wayside Theatre just down Rt. 11 in
Middletown (www.waysidetheatre.
org) and the Winchester Little Theatre
(www.wltonline.org).
Nearby theatres in Maryland include Lyric Theatre, Merriweather Post
Pavilion, Olney Theatre, Round House
Theatre, Toby’s Dinner Theatre and
the Weinberg Center for the Arts.
Whatever your tastes, there are
many venues within two hours of
Winchester offering entertaining, highquality theatre. Use the Internet to
map the trip and get the best deals.
Yes, “All the world’s a stage.” But,
our limited cash flow and the high
price of gas can only take us so far.

